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Prelude    Eric Melton 
 

Invocation                                                                                                                                          Liturgist 
 

Call to Worship                                                                                                                            Congregation 
One: Lord, Jesus, we gather with other worshipers around the world. 
Many: We respond to Your invitation: Follow Me. 
One: Help us open our imaginations to hear You speak to us as You did Your first followers. 
Many: We respond to Your invitation: Come and see. 
One: We long to love, give, serve, pray and fast just as You teach Your disciples to do. 
Many: We choose to follow You, to abide with You, to learn of You, and to be like You. 
One: We’re privileged to seek God, our Father in private and be rewarded in public. 
Many: In worship, we want to hear You speak to our hearts and whisper to our souls. 
All: Let’s come and see, seek and be seen, listen and learn. Let’s worship in spirit and truth! 

Congregational Hymn # 418                                                            We’ll Understand It Better By and By                                                              

*Call to Confession    Liturgist 
God wants to hear our prayers and forgive us. God is willing to lean close to our hearts to 
listen to our failures, our poor choices, all the things we have done wrong.    
 

                             
 

 

*Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                 Congregation 
You are faithful, Patient God, even as we continue to live in the shadows of life.  We could 
delight in Your hopes for us but choose to do things our way.  We could serve the most 
vulnerable around us but long to pal around with the powerful.  We could share the glad 
news of deliverance but prefer to swap stories and gossip. There is none like You, 
Redeemer of all Your children.  You lean over to listen to our prayers, and whisper 
forgiveness to our souls. You lift us out of the holes we dig for ourselves and set us on 
hope's solid ground.  You strengthen our weak faith with the life, grace, and love of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, our Savior. For this we are grateful. 
 

*Assurance of God’s Pardon                                                                                           Congregation 
One: Our forgiving God is calling us, saying: Come, receive grace and mercy; see all that I 
am doing for you; walk with Jesus, as He leads you closer to Me. 
 

All: We will sing of God's love for us; We will sing a new song of joy and gladness. 
Thanks be to God for Christ Jesus, our Lord! Hallelujah!  Amen. 
 

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: World without end. Amen. 

 

           Silent Prayers of Confession  
 

https://www.ebay.com/itm/144447310316
https://www.ebay.com/itm/144447310316


Praise Song                                                                                                                      The Solid Rock 

Welcome                                                                                                                                      Liturgist 
 

Passing of the Peace {with a gentle elbow bump}                                                      Congregation 
One: The Peace of Christ be with you! 
All: Also, with you! 
 

Pastoral Reflections                         Pastor Carol 
 

*Prayer of Illumination (in unison)                                                                               Congregation 
 

Living God, give us humility of mind and hospitality of heart to receive Your gracious 
Word. Pour out upon us Your Ever-living Spirit of Wisdom. Give us understanding 
so that, being taught through Your Word, our hearts and minds may be opened to 
know the things that pertain to life and holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*First Reading               Isaiah 54:1-10 (NIV)             Deacon Komlan Goe & Elder Yvonne Kluvi 
Sermonic Selection                                Lord, Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary 
*Second Reading                                  Matthew 6:16-18 (NIV)          Pastor Carol 
*Sermon Title                                               When You Fast          Pastor Carol 
Sermonic Reflection                                                  Lord, Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary                   
 

Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles Creed in unison) 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord; 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated on the right hand of God, the Father almighty. 
From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the universal Church, the communion of saints,  
The forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers for the People                                                                                                    Pastor Carol 
 

The Model Prayer (in unison)                                                                                     Congregation 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 



The Joy of Giving 

Offertory                                                                                                           I’m Looking for a Miracle 
 

       Three (3) Ways to Present Tithes and Offerings: Basket⃓ Givelify ⃓ Text-to-Give 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
      *Doxology 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

   

      *Prayer of Dedication                                                                                                        Liturgist                                                                
 

      Announcements & Benediction                                            Pastor Carol 
 
 

      Recessional                                                                                                   Let the Church Say Amen
  
 
 
 
 
 

                                                  

*No Walking at This Time 
 

 

  
January 1 – February 10, 2026 

 

Prayer: Connecting with God 
Commit to communicating with God daily by scheduling time in prayer (speaking and 
listening to God). You can also join us in corporate prayer on Wednesdays @ 6 a.m. 
and/or Noon Monday thru Saturday. Dial (774) 300-8669. 
 

Fasting: Disconnecting from the world 
Biblical fasting is, very simply, denying oneself something for the sake of seeking and 
honoring God. Please complete the Fasting Covenant insert to seal your commitment. 

https://www.mstar.org/media/series/ftdf6cs/40-days-of-prayer-fasting


    
PCUSA First Church Membership 

The membership of a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) includes 
baptized members, active members, and affiliate members. (G-1.04) 
 

A baptized member is a person who has received the Sacrament of Baptism but who 
has not yet made a profession of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. (G-1.0401) 

 

An active member is a person who has made a profession of faith in Christ, has been 
baptized, has been received into membership of the church by the Session, has 
voluntarily submitted to the government of this church, and participates in the 
church’s work and worship. (G-1.0402) At First Church, active members attend 
worship at least twice a month and give regularly. In addition, active members 
participate in the governance of the church and may be elected to ordered ministry. 
(G-2.0102) Active members shall regularly, after prayerful consideration, recommit 
themselves to the disciplines and responsibilities of membership. (G-1.0304) 
 

An affiliate member is a member of another congregation or Christian body, who has 
temporarily moved from the community of membership and has been received by the 
Session. An affiliate member may not vote in congregational meetings or be elected 
to ordered ministry or other office in the congregation. (G-1.0403) 
 

Persons who are not members of, or who may have ceased active participation in, the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) are welcome and may participate in the life and worship 
of this church and receive its pastoral care and instruction. The invitation to the Lord’s 
Supper is extended to all who have been baptized. (W-2.4011) 
 

A congregation shall welcome all persons who trust in God’s grace in Jesus Christ and 
desire to become part of the fellowship and ministry of His Church. (F-1.0403) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2nd Felix Botobikpissi  
6th Clifford Bangaroo  

9th Matilda Asare 
19th Donnie Robinson 

 
If your name is not on the birthday list, please send your information to admin@1stchurchnewark.org 

January Birthdays 

mailto:admin@1stchurchnewark.org


 
Sermon Notes 

Date: _______________________ Scripture: _____________________________ 

Title: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
 Preacher: __________________________________________________________ 

 Notes: _____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church Membership 
Seeking a church home? Please prayerfully consider First Church. 

Information is available at the Welcome Desk. 

Serve in our Worship Ministries 
Gifted singers interested in our Praise Team, see Valarie Adams-Manigault. 

Gifted dancers interested in the FPC Praise Dancers, see Elders Yvonne and Yvette  
 

Adult Sunday School @ 10 a.m. Studying the Book of Revelation 

Book Club on Mondays @ 7:30 p.m. 
   Reading the Bible-in-a-Year. All are welcome! Please see Elder Aprile for details. 

Tuesday Prayer Call @ 7:00 p.m. 1 (564) 888-5493 ~ Access Code 527822 

The Sacrifice of Prayer Call on Wednesdays @ 6 a.m. 1 (774) 300-8669 

GROW Bible Study: God’s Rhema on Wednesdays @ 7 p.m. via Zoom  

Deepening Discipleship Register on our website 
 

First Church 360 Kickoff 1600s Guest Preacher Steve Huston, January 25th  

Intercessory Prayer 
To request healing or bereavement prayer, call the church office 

(973) 642-0260 or email care@1stchurchnewark.org 

Virtual Worship See last Sunday’s Service on YouTube @1stchurchnewarknj 

 
Session (Ruling Elders & Committees) 

Class of 2025      Class of 2026                  Class of 2027 
   Aprile Booker-Russell (2)              Yvonne Kluvi (1)         Yvette Kluvi (1) 
     Congregational Care       Stewardship & Finance             Worship 
 

       Rev. John Bugg (1)         Kossi Botobikpissi      Aisha McCallum 
     Missions & Outreach       Buildings & Grounds     Human Resources 
 

        Josey Wynette 
       Faith Formation 
 

                                                                                               Deacons 

            Class of 2025 Class of 2026                Class of 2027 

Matilda Asare (2)      Alba “Gigi” Egoh (2)   Genevieve Goeh-Akue 

James Russell (2)         George Smith (2) 

            Komlan Goe (1) 

                      Godwin Botobikpissi (1)  

mailto:care@1stchurchnewark.org

